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COLORS OF 


THE WE. 


CSULB police issue 
sex offender advisory 


Offender is banned 
from campus, but was 
known to frequent 


areas of CSULB. 


By Valerie Osier 
News Editor 


California State University police 
are asking the public to contact them if 
they spot Juan Lucio Solis, a registered 
sex offender, on campus, according to 
an advisory sent out last night. 

Solis is known to frequent areas on 
campus such as the library, Horn Cen- 
ter, University Student Union, Liberal 
Arts buildings and the campus shuttle 
service. 

“Solis access to campus has been 
revoked pursuant to California Penal 
Code Section 626.4; the advisory read. 

Campus officials were not available 
for comment at the time of print. 

Solis was convicted of assault with 
the-intent to commit rape in 2011 and 
the type of victim he targets is adult fe- 


JUAN LUCIO SOLIS 


males, according to the advisory. 
_He is a 39 year old Hispanic male 


_ with brown eyes with brown eyes, at 


5 feet 10 inches tall and 206 pounds. 
His vehicle is a 2016 blue Toyota Cam- 
ry with a California license plate of 
7NHU891. 

If anyone has any questions or infor- 
mation regarding the advisory, police 
ask them to contact the police depart- 
ment at 562-895-4101. 
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Cal State Long Beach grad student Mimi Haddon’s 
fiber art exhibit is currently in the Gatov West gallery 
between Fine Arts 2 and 3. Haddon found her niche 
through fiery colors. ‘To read more about the exhibit, 


see page 4. 


Brown endangers Middle 
Class Scholarship 


CSULB is one of 
the campuses with 
the most Middle 
Class Scholarship 


recipients. 


By Lola Olvera 
Staff Writer 


The Middle Class Scholarship 
may face funding cuts due to a 
proposal by California Governor 
Jerry Brown, potentially affecting 
46,000 University of California 
and California State University 
students. 

The MCS was meant to pro- 
vide financial aid to California 


undergraduate students who do. 


not qualify for low-income based 
aid. The scholarship is available 
for students with a family income 
between $104,001 and $156,000 a 
year, according to the California 
Student Aid Commission. 


= 


3,135 students at California 
State University benefitted from 
the MCS during the 2016-2017 
academic year, according to the 
California Student Aid Commis- 
sion. Other CSU campuses whose 
students rely heavily on MCS are 


Cal State Northridge and Cal State - 


Fullerton, with 3,289 and 3,060 
MCS recipients, respectively. 
In determining a_ student's 


‘award, need-based federal, state 


and institutional grants are con- 
sidered first. Other factors con- 
sidered include family income, 
the number of students eligible for 
the scholarship and the amount of 
funding the state budget has made 
available. 

Brown’ proposal to defund 
MCS was part of his higher edu- 
cation budget proposals for 2017- 
2018, which he announced in Jan- 
uary. A proposal to raise tuition 
costs for UC’s and CSU’s was also 
announced at the time. 

Assembly Speaker Antho- 
ny Rendon, who represents the 


utheast L.A. County District of 
California, spoke out against ter- 
minating the scholarship program 
on Twitter. : 

“Ending the Middle Class 
Scholarship would increase the 
cost of a four-year by up to $9,000 
at CSU and up to $20,000 at UC” 
he wrote. 

The MCS Act was considered 
in 2011 and 2012, originally con- 
sisting of two parts. Assembly Bill 
1501, which created the scholar- 
ship program, was voted for by 
both Democrats and Republicans. 
AB 1500 determined the pro- 
grams source for funds: taxing 
multi-state businesses the same as 
California businesses to raise $1 
billion per year. 

Tim Donnelly, member of the 
California State Assembly, criti- 
cized AB 1500 back in 2012. “We 
are literally investing in education 
and there aren't going to be any 


see MONEY, page 3 


Uber offers users the option to sign up for a “campus card” to connect their acco 


a lower price. 


FEATURE 


Uber drivers share 


their experiences 


Recent protests 
compel Uber drivers 
to think about their 
occupation. 


By Matthew Ramirez 
Staff Writer 


The ridesharing company Uber, 
has been under scrutiny following 
the Jan. 28th protests at the John E 
Kennedy International Airport in 
New York, where it was accused of 
trying to profit off of the demon- 
strations that took place. 

Protests against the company 
began after a decision by Uber to 
disable surge pricing, a raised price 
for drivers to pick up more passen- 
gers, during the demonstration. 


Protesters viewed the action as a 
method to make money off those 
coming to oppose the travel ban 
instituted by President Donald 
Trump. This led to the hashtag 
#deleteuber, a recent form of boy- 
cotting involving customers delet- 
ing the app. 

Despite the loss of customers 
who have deleted the app, Uber 
driver Carios Campuzano, has not 


' noticed any loss in a demand for 


riders. 

“Work is the same as usual; 
Campuzano said. 

Campuzanos career with Uber 
has driven for the company for 
seven months. Although he does 
not attend Cal State Long Beach, 
Campuzano uses a majority of his 
time working for Uber and is occa- 
sionally driving in the Long Beach 


OFFICE ASSISTANT NEEDED 


area until his customers pull him 
back to Los Angeles. 

“Campuzano is not worried 
about losing customers because 
he believes there will always be a 


demand for people who are on the | 


move. 

“At the end of the day the rides 
will get done” Campuzano said. 

CSULB is a commuter campus 
comprised of students on a sched- 
ule with things to get done: from 
work to school and studying. As 
Uber is becoming a convenient 
service for employees and custom- 
ers, students have begun to drive 
for Uber themselves to make mon- 
ey on their own time. 

This opportunity caught the in- 


see DRIVERS, page 3 
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California takes action 
against anti-LGBT laws 


The state has 
prohibited state- 


- funded travel to 


Kansas, Mississippi, 
North Carolina and 
Tennessee. 


By Carlos Villicana 
Staff Writer 


California has prohibited employees, 
officers or members of any state agency, 
department, board or commission to be 
required to travel to four states based 
on discriminatory laws in those states. 

The four states are Kansas, Mississip- 
pi, North Carolina and Tennessee. 

“Beginning January 1, 2017 travel is 
prohibited by the State of California to 
states that have enacted a law that has 
the effect of discrimination on the basis 
of same-sex couples, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or gender expression? 
said an email sent by College of the Lib- 
eral Arts Administrative Services Man- 
ager Terie Bostic. 

California State Universities and the 
Universities of California are subject to 
the bill. Though Cal State Long Beach 
faculty or sporting events have not yet 
been affected by the ban, CSULB Assis- 
tant Athletic Director Roger Kirk noted 
that future sports plans will have to be 
made with the restriction in mind. 

The travel ban is a result of Assembly 
Bill 1887, proposed “to avoid support- 
ing or financing discrimination against 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people,’ according to the bill. 

The bill was authored by Assembly- 
man Evan Low and co-sponsored by 
Equality California and the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights. 

“Tt is similar to executive orders and 
local ordinances already in place in 


New York state, Baltimore, San Francis- 
co and elsewhere; however, it expands 
on these executive orders bécause it ap- 
plies to states that enact new anti-LGBT 
laws in the future? according to a press 
release from the NCLR. : 

The four states were subjected to the 
prohibition because they enacted laws 
after June 26 2015 that discriminate “on 
the basis“of sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or gender expression” by creat- 
ing exemptions to anti-discrimination 
laws, enacting laws that repeal exist- 
ing anti-discrimination protections, or 
passing legislation that allows or re- 
quires the discrimination of same-sex 
couples. 

“Our zero-tolerance policy says there 
is‘no room for discrimination of any 
kind in California, and Assembly Bill 
1887 ensures that discrimination will 
not be tolerated beyond our borders,’ 
said the press release from the NCLR. 

State-funded travel to the affected 
states is allowed if required for litiga- 
tion, the enforcement of California law, 
fulfilling contractual obligations made 
prior to Jan. 1, complying with a federal 
government request to appear before a 
committee. : 

Travel to the four states is also per- 
mitted if participation in meetings or 
training is required to gain a grant, 
maintain a license or hold a position, 
if comparable training cannot be ac- 
quired in California or a state not sub- 
jected to the mandate. 

Travel to states affected by the bill 
can be allowed if an affected agency, de- 
partment, board, authority or commis- 
sion determines that travel is required 
“for the protection of public health, 
welfare or safety, according to the bill. 

The bill will continue to impact these 
states as long laws that discriminate 
because of sexual orientation, gender 


identity or gender expression remain 
in effect, according to the website of the 
Office of the Attorney General. 
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jobs for these kids because we keep 
driving businesses out of the state 
with unfriendly policies” he said 
during the Assembly debate. 

This year, California faces a $1.6 
million billion deficit. 

According to Brown, California 
tax revenue growth hasn’t been as 
strong as experts had expected; cut- 
ting funds for MCS is an attempt to 
eliminate the state budget gap. Stu- 
dents already benefiting from the 
MCS can count on their financial aid 
until they graduate, though. 

Brown adds that despite cutting 
MCS, CalGrants financial aid will 
remain available to low-income stu- 
dents. _ 

Some opponents of the MCS argue 
that it is low-income students who 
need the financial aid the most, while 
proponents say that income alone 
does not determine a student’s finan- 
cial need. 

“Tt’s a case of [trying] to meet ev- 
erybody’s needs,” said CSULB Direc- 
tor of Financial Aid Nick Valdivia, of 
the debate over where to allocate state 
funds. 

Some are hopeful that the end of 
the MCS will mean a redirection 
of more funds towards low-income 
based financial aid. 

In a statement to the L.A. Times, 


Jade Inglada | Daily 49er © 


Junior business economics major Erlin Martinez waits in line at the 


Financial Aid office window Monday. 


H.D. Palmer, the state finance depart- 
ment spokesman, said, “We believe 
that gradually phasing out the Mid- 
dle Class Scholarship Program will 
allow us to continue to maintain the 
Cal Grant entitlement program that’s 
focused on those students with the 
greatest financial need.” 

During its four-year phase-in pe- 


riod, which began in 2014, the max- . 


imum amount the MCS awards has 
increased every academic year. 2017 
to 2018 was to be the most generous 
year yet, with the maximum reward 
set at 40 percent of mandatory tuition 
and fees. 

“..We must do everything possible 
to keep college affordable for Cali- 


fornians,’ Rendon said in a series of 
tweets late January in response to an 
L.A. Times story‘about Brown's pro- 
posals. 

“That-includes preserving and ex- 
panding financial aid programs like 
the Middle Class Scholarship, which 
has benefitted about 50,000 CA stu- 
dents,” Rendon went on. “These pro- 
grams go a long way toward keeping 
the promise that college will be in 
reach of every eligible low-income 
and middle-class student.” 

A budget proposal must be passed 
by this summer. Brown’s budget pro- 
posal awaits potential revision as 
more accurate revenue information 
becomes available in May. 
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continued from page 2 


-terests of students like Amanda En- 
riquez to begin driving for the trans- 
portation service. 

But despite protests and the call 
to stop using Uber altogether, En- 
riquez isn’t worried because she also 
knows there is a demand for people 
needing transportation. 

Enriquez, a fourth year business 
marketing major at CSULB, will be 
attending her graduation ceremony 


this spring and returning to campus: 


in fall to finish her degree. 

When it comes to responsibilities, 
she’s shifted to maximum overdrive 
by studying for classes, working as 
‘an assistant manager at the Cine- 
mark theater in Downey, working as 
a TSA officer at Los Angeles Interna- 
tional airport and driving for Uber 
as her side-hustle. 

At a commuter campus like 
CSULB, anyone near the traffic cir- 
cle by Brotman Hall can notice the 
constant stream of buses, shuttles, 
cars and Ubers picking up and drop- 
ping off students and staff. 

Uber’s. website even offers a 
search option to find specific uni- 
versities from around the country 
and sign up for a “campus card.” This 
allows users to connect their Uber 
accounts to a college campus, which 
lowers prices for students. 

Enriquez joined the Uber fleet 


NEWS 3 


after hearing about its benefits from 
her sister, who is also an Uber driver. 

“I wasn't interested in a second 
job, but I was interested in the quick 
money and working on my own 
time,” Enriquez said. 

A flexible schedule, working on 
her own time and the ability to make 
even more money from the payout 
of surge pricing would surely entice 
anyone with a car, free time and the 
desire to make extra money; howey- 
er, her favorite perk of working for 
Uber is the conversations she has 
with her passengers and the differ- 
ent people she gets to meet. 

Enriquez goes to class Monday 
through Thursday from mid-morn- 
ing until noon and then it’s off to 
LAX until 10 p.m. 

The weekend nights are reserved 
for her second job at the Cinemark 
theater. Any time she has left after 
studying and working goes to Uber. 

Amanda admitted that she’s got 
lost in the workflow and has some- 
times forgotten about being a stu- 
dent. 

“There were times when I walked 
into class and an exam was going 
on [and] that instant cluelessness 
and fear of not being prepared came 
down,’ she said. “It just wasn’t 
good.” 

Any students who might be strug- 
gling with multiple jobs and a full- 
time class schedule aren't alone. 

Enriquez says to remember the 
benefits of those jobs in the first 
place and keep hustling. 
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Sculpture major Sydney Quick looks over one of Mimi Haddon’s “Touch Color.” 


Fibers tie together 
art and craft 


Student artist Mimi Haddon’s 
unleashes her passion project. 


By Jordan Py 
Staff Writer 


right colors interweave as part of the fabrics 
that twist down to the floor and vibrant felt 
pouches hung pinned to the walls. 
The display is of Cal State Long Beach grad 
student Mimi Haddon’ fiber art exhibit in the 
Gatov West gallery between Fine Arts 2 and 3. 

She is currently pursuing her Master of Fine Arts, and 
will be graduating at the end of the fall 2017 semester. Had- 
don is truly passionate about the art of fiber and how it al- 
lows her to express herself through colors. 

“Even though it’s fiber, it’s really a way for me to explore 
color in a physical and tangible sense,’ Haddon said. “It’s 
not like with paint, you usually don't touch it, it’s om the 
brush but this way I can actually touch it with my hands 


‘Dead as disco’ 


and that makes a big difference in my relationship to color” 

Haddon also explained the origin of fiber art and how it 
is more than just a craft, it’s a century-old art form. 

“Its probably the oldest art form, really, because you 
think about fiber as being kind of a practicality tied to gar- 
ments and wearables and blankets; Haddon said. “It had 
a lot of popularity in the ‘60s and it’s always kind of on the 
fence between craft and art and, you know, I think that con- 
versation is still kind of going on today,’ 

Haddon received her bachelor’s in 1994 from CSULB 
in graphic design. She was a black and white photographer 
and believes that it was the gateway into her love for fiber. 
She created costumes for her photography and that is when 
she found that the process of fiber not only lets her work 
with her hands but also shows her true colors as an artist. 

“T basically got into fiber through kind of creating cos- 
tumes for my photography and also just a love of craft and 
working with my hands - you know, knitting, crocheting 
and making quilts and stuff like that?’ Haddon said. 

Haddon’s fiber art exhibit is on display until Feb. 9 
from noon to 5 p.m., with extended hours unti] 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 
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“Touch Color 1” by Mimi Haddon hangs from the ceiling in the northeast corner of 
the Gatov Gallery. 


no longer applies 


Electric dance 
music used to mean 
something very 
different. 


By Jason Enns 
Arts & Life Editor 


Fancey’s new album “Love Mirage” 
is like no other music being made right 
now, but it is very much like the pop 
music of 40 years ago. 

Who's Fancey you ask? Fancey is 
the solo artist pseudonym for guitar- 
ist Todd Fancey of The New Pornog- 
raphers. 

His third solo album, “Love Mi- 
rage,” dropped Jan. 27, and if you're a 


fan of New Pornographers, don’t get 
your hopes up that it’s going to sound 
anything similar. The closest band I 
can compare the sound of this album 
to is Bee Gees. 

Fancey provides audiences with 
original content that has a very clas- 
sic feel. Listeners who hear this album 
without knowing what it is would as- 
sume from the sound and style that it 
was written and recorded in the late 
‘70s or early “80s. Incorporating groovy 


syncopated drum beats, a whole lot of 


electric organ sounds and regular ap- 
pearances by fluid saxophone and flute 
players, the era of influence is clear. 
Any subsequent music videos for 
these songs should just be mashed-up 
clips of movies like “Foul Play,” “Boo- 
gie Nights” and “Turner and Hooch” 


I suppose the first clue should’ve been 


displaying the words “Love Mirage’ 


the florescent, rainbow, bubble letters 
across the album cover. 

The part that is perhaps most pecu- 
liar, though, is that this album credited 
to a man seems to primarily feature 
female singers. Also, Fancey is only 
known as being a guitarist and pianist, 
so he clearly had a lot of help on this 
“solo” album. 

“Love Mirage” is most likely not the 
style of music anyone in their 20's lis- 
tens to on a regular basis, but it is still 
a fun and unique change of pace from 
the music being produced today. 

So if you're like me — who some- 
times tricks himself into feeling nos- 
talgic about a time I wasn't even alive 
for — then I would recommend a visit 
to the Fancey Spotify or Soundcloud 


page. 


FANCEV lave MIRAGE 


IANUEY LUVE MIKAQE 


; Facebook 
Fancey’s “Love Mirage” is retro rock. 
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Celebrating the Rooster at the Beach 


Confucius Institute to host 
Chinese New Year celebration 
‘Thursday morning. 


By Samantha Diaz 
Staff Writer 


Dancing, treats anda celebration of Chinese cul- 
ture is what you'll find on the bookstore lawn on 
Thursday from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Cal State Long Beach’s Confucius Institute is 
hosting its first Chinese New Year celebration, of- 
fering activities and demonstrations of Chinese tra- 
dition open to all students. 

The Confucius Institute at CSULB is a non-prof- 
it organization that promotes the development of 


Chinese culture, language, tradition and arts for 
students, faculty-and the surrounding community. 

The goal of the celebration is to “bring the Chi- 
nese culture and language onto campus while 
building relationships and friendships,’ said Heidi 
Zhang, director of the Confucius Institute. 

Students will be exposed to traditional Chinese 
New Year cultural practices with demonstrations 
and learning activities. Attendees can learn how to 
make Chinese paper lanterns and watch a tradition- 
al dragon and lion dance. 

Students can play shuttlecock, a popular Chinese 
children’s game that resembles hacky sack but is 
decorated with rooster feathers. The Institute will 
also provide hongbao for the first hundred students, 
which are red packages filled with candy that sym- 
bolize good luck and fortune for the new year — 
which is the year of the rooster. 
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The final day of the Chinese New Year celebra- 
tion is Saturday, but the Confucius Institute chose 
to throw the celebration Thursday so it can be expe- 
rienced by more students. 

Having just been established in November of last 
year, the Confucius Institute has already provided 
a variety of services to the Long Beach community. 
They held calligraphy and Chinese culture classes 
for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at CSULB 
with teachers and volunteers from China teaching 
the courses. 

“We really want to benefit the students on cam- 
pus so we try to offer a lot of free activities,” said 
Zhang. 

They also plan to host a summer camp this year 
where children will have the opportunity to learn 
about the Chinese language and heritage for the du- 
ration of two weeks. 
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Left and night in a troubling ‘courtship’ 


‘Trump’s Supreme 
Court pick could 

help to sway political 
decisions further right. 


By Marilyn Isabel Ramirez 
Contributing Writer 


n Feb. 1, President 
Donald Trump nom- 
inated federal appeals 
court Judge Neil Gor- 
such to the open seat 
on the U.S. Supreme Court: Before this 
nomination, I looked at the list of other 
candidates: William Pryor, Raymond 
Gruender, Diane Syke — ll conser- 
vative and ready to bolster Trump sup- 
porters’ faith in his administration. 

I also considered the rest of Trump's 
growing administration, a few unquali- 
fied (Betsy DeVos) and unreliable (Sean 
Spicer) mixes in the bunch that really 
made me believe that every subsequent 
addition would be not only question- 
able, but aggravating. 

Its no surprise, then, that Gorsuch 
is a conservative judge who's going to 
concern liberal groups. Trumip chose 
someone whose political history aligns 
with his own. I wish I could say I’m an- 
tagonistic towards Gorsuch like I am 


with most of Trump’s decisions, but ’'m. 


not. 

The judge leans unsurprisingly right 
on the political spectrum, but accord- 
ing to previous court case decisions, 
he’s not an extremist nor does he lack 

_ the political qualifications of becoming 
a Supreme Court Justice. 

Still, one substantial problem is 
that his originalist interpretations of 
the Constitution can undoubtedly aid 
Trumps goal of taking us fifty years 
back into the past. I’m not saying that 
because I lean toward more liberal per- 
spectives on political issues, either; his 
originalist stance indicates he interprets 
the Constitution verbatim. 

He reads it by how it was meant 
when it was adopted, as opposed to 
what the court can interpret it to mean. 
Without taking into consideration con- 
temporary culture, he risks damaging 
the rights gained by women, people of 
color, LGBQT+ and other marginalized 
peoples. 
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Supreme Court nominee Judge Neil M. Gorsuch speaks in the East Room of the of White House in Washington, 


Originalism can be dangerous. It 
doesn't take into consideration a world 
of advanced telecommunication and 
international relations. 

It relies instead on a draft of clauses 
written for a country with a lack of di- 
versity and occupations. 

Business Insider writer Michelle 
Mark offered an example where the 
judge visually diagrammed a sentence 
during a court case to show how ded- 
icated he was to the word-for-word 
reading of the law. 

“Gorsuch is a clear adherent to tex- 
tualism — a manner of interpreting 
laws in.accordance with their plain text, 
rather than by assuming or inferring 
the intent of lawmakers, or the poten- 
tial consequences of the laws’ imple- 
mentation,’ Mark said. 

One of these potential consequences 
reaches into his commitment to consti- 
tutional religious freedom. In Hobby 
Lobby Stores, Inc. v. Sebelius, he sided 
with the ruling that the Department 
of Health and Human Services did not 
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have to provide contraceptives, a pro- 
vision that was part of employees’ in- 
surance plans, if those companies were 
secular. 


He. preserved those companies’ re- 


bt 


It’s no surprise, then, that 
Gorsuch is a conservative 
judge who’s going to 
concern liberal groups. 
Trump chose someone 
whose political history 


aligns with his own. 
99 


ligious beliefs at the expense of indi- 
viduals liberties. As a Supreme Court 
Justice, if the ruling of Roe vs. Wade 
were to resurface due to, say, some very 
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passionate Trump supporters’ ready to 
havé the “improved” Supreme Court 
take another look at it, issues concern- 
ing women’s rights to their own bodies 
will escalate. 

Another problem with Gorsuch as 
the new addition is the result of a heavy 
right Supreme Court that could grant 
Gorsuch and his conservative cohort a 
potential future of overturning a variety 
of legislation. ; 

Much of it could affect marginalized 
groups if it confronts conflicting topics 
like same-sex marriage, police surveil- 
lance, immigration, etc. It could also 
dictate financial plans in politics, gun 
rights and climate change research — 
which Trump has already denounced 
and defunded. - 

If he is adamant on conserving reli- 
gious freedom through anti-reproduc- 
tive legislation, I hope Gorsuch will be 
able to discern the irony in banning 
something like Planned Parenthood for 
the sake of certain groups — who may 
or may not have a religious affiliation of 
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D.C., on Tuesday, Jan. 31. 


some kind. 

Compared to the rest of the other 
nominees, Gorsuch seems ‘just as con- 
servative as any other judge, and quite 
frankly, I think we're better off with him 
than some rightwing extremist. 

Democrats in the Senate disagree; 
Trump ignored former President 
Barack Obama’s nomination of Judge 
Merrick Garland for the empty Su- 
preme Court, leaving the Democratic 
Senate with an unfavorable nominee. 

It's obvious that a president who has 
the chance to assign someone to this 
position is looking for not only the pre- 
sumed interests of the country, but also 


~ to ensure that any future proceedings 


that his party is affiliated with has an 
advantage. 

I disagree with much of Trump's 
agenda, but he has definitely used his 
first two weeks efficiently, in this sense, 
by developing and passing a plethora of 


“executive orders — so Gorsuch may be 


fundamental in tilting court decisions 
to the right. 
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Making this year count 


The Long Beach State 
women’s basketball 
seniors are ready to 
succeed. 


By Matthew Simon 
Sports Editor 


Now that we're a little over halfway 
through basketball season, it’s safe to 
say that with the Long Beach State 
women’s basketball team — these se- 
niors are ready to win. 

Its reminiscent of the 2004 NBA 
champion Detroit Pistons, which didn't 
have one main superstar, but rather a 
group that worked together to win. 

There isn't any single superstar play- 
er, but with seniors Anna Kim, Jewelyn 
Sawyer, Raven Benton and Madison 

Montgomery, the 49ers seniors have 
grown to learn each other habits and 
put each other in positions to succeed. 

They are a collective unit that are 
ready to do whatever it takes to win. 
That means even if one player doesn't 
get as many looks, it doesn’t matter as 
long as the team continues to win. 

With a 7-2 record in Big West play 
and victories in of eight of its last 10 
games, LBSU is primed to make a push 
for the Big West title. 

The senior-led 49ers don't have a 
player averaging more than 10 points, 


but this group has done things ih other 
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Long Beach State forward Madison Montgomery is one of four seniors who is helping the 49ers compete for the Big West title. 


areas that help the team win. 

Whether that’s Montgomery ranking 
fifth for blocks in the Big West or Kim 
averaging 1.7 steals a game, the women 
are hitting their stride. 

The biggest evidence of this team’s 
drive to win is Benton's ability to come 
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off the bench for most of the season, 
which is a role she hasn't filled much 
during her career. 

In 18 games played, Benton has 
started in two, LBSU coach Jody Wynn 
is careful due to recent injuries to the 
senior. 


Even with Benton coming off the 
bench, the senior is making an impact 
in only 18 minutes of playing time.a 
game. 

That fact has also allowed others 
to step up and allow this team to have 
more depth as the Big West Conference 
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Tournament approaches. 

With seven games left in the regular 
season, this 49ers team not only has a 
chance to build on its Women’s Nation- 
al Invitational Tournament appearance 
last year, but win the Big West and 
berth into the NCAA Tournament. 


BIG WEST GAMES ALL GAMES 


L WoL 


co™m O&O UT &S & Oo RS BO 


Follow @49ERSPORTS 
for live tweeting of 
LBSU games. 
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Long Beach State forward Roschon Prince splits Cal State Fullerton defenders as the 49ers defeated the Titans 76-65 Jan. 26. 


| Ballin’ in 


With some injuries to 
key players, Roschon 
Prince has flourished 
with increased role. 


By Alex Ormeno-Menfredi 
Staff Writer 


Roschon Prince is no newcomer 
to Long Beach. 

Growing up in the city and at- 
tending Long Beach Poly High 
School, Prince is back and better 
than ever. 

After one year at USC, Prince 
chose to transfer to Long Beach 


State for a better fit and more play- _ 


ing time. So far, it has been work- 
ing out extremely well as of late. 

“Just being here at Long Beach 
State — it’s a different atmosphere,’ 
Prince said. “It’s a bigger campus 
and the gym is always a little more 
packed than it was at USC. The 
fan support here was kind of cra- 
zy right off the bat, [there is] more 
support for the basketball team 
here.” 


Although USC is not that far ~ 


away, Prince says there's nothing 
like playing college basketball steps 
away from where you grew up. 

Recently, the LBSU men’s basket- 
ball team has been going through 
some adversity with injuries to 
key players like starting forward 
Gabe Levin and sophomore guard 
" Noah Blackwell; however, it hasn't 
stopped the team from competing 
in the Big West Conference as they 
hold a 5-4 record. 
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Long Beach State forward Roschon Prince goes up for a shot against 
the University North Carolina Nov. 11, 2016. 


Prince has been an emerging 
leader and player as of late for the 
A9ers. 

On Saturday night, he record- 
ed nine points and 10 rebounds 


against UC Irvine, only one point . 


shy of his seventh double-double 
this season. Prince has seen an in- 
crease in playing time as Levin is 
out for the season. 

Prince's recent success should 
come as no surprise with honors 


6.6 — Number of rebounds Prince 


such as the Gatorade California 
player of the year and being named 
a McDonald’s All-American his se- 
nior year of high school. 

“Due to the injuries, I knew I 
would be the next man up and that 
it would be an increase in minutes,” 
Prince said. “As one of the transfer 
guys with some experience like 
Gabe, I knew that it was my time 
to lead. Although I wasn't a captain, 
I'm just a guy that has experience 


‘and someone that our younger 


guys look up to. So, it was pretty 
much my time to make an impact.” 

At 6 feet 6 inches, Prince is an 
undersized forward as he covers 
other forwards who can be Close to 
7 feet tall. He says that defensively, 


- guarding opponents in the post has 


been one of his biggest difficulties 
so far. 
Prince’s teammates have taken 


‘notice of his improvements and 


impact on the team. 

“Tve seen a huge difference from 
when he played at USC,’ Blackwell 
said. “Ive just seen a lot of poise, 
with all the injuries, especially to 
Gabe, we've been needing him to 
step up and he has been with all of 
his double-doubles. I think it’s real- 
ly helping us” 

Prince couldn't be-any more sat- 
isfied with his choice to come back 
to Long Beach and play in front of 
his local fans. 

“It's a great experience to be able 
to play most of my basketball in 
Long Beach and have that fan sup- 
port. It's a blessing to be able to play 
college basketball where you grew 
up,’ he said. 
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DE’?ONDRA YOUNG 
JUNIOR ° 


Young starts 
track season 


with LBSU 


record 


Indoor track and field 
success is led by Young, 
Acholini, Davis, Cooks 
and Hubbard. 


By James Chow 
Staff Writer 


Long Beach State junior transfer 
De’Ondra’ Young didn’t take long to 
impress in her debut, as she set a LBSU 
record for women’s weight throw with a 
mark of 63-11.50. 

Along with Young’s success, LBSU’s 
track and field team saw many winners 
and personal bests in multiple events 
Friday evening at the Air Force Team 
Challenge at the Cadet Fieldhouse in 
Colorado Springs. 

Sharing the first place glory was 
sophomore Diana Acholoni. She won 
the women’s high jump with a mark of 
5-06.50, placing her eighth in the 49ers’ 
indoor record book. 

Her teammate, junior Meg Sweeney, 
placed third in the event with a mark of 
5-05.25. 

Freshman Courtne’ Davis won the 
women’s 60-meter dash with a time of 
7.52, bringing her to second place in the 
all-time record book for the Beach. Ash- 
leigh Chambers, a sophomore, made 
history as well at the event with a time 
of 7.58, landing her a fourth place spot 
in the Beach’s all-time records. 

During the women’s 60-meter hur- 
dles, senior Riley Cooks clutched first 
place with a time of 8.54 seconds. She 
also holds the current school record 
with a time of 8.41. Sophomore Eli- 
jah McDonald came second to Cooks, 
with a personal record of 8.72. This feat 
placed McDonald fourth in LBSU’s re- 
cord book. 

In men’s weight throw, senior James 
Hubbard captured first place with a 
mark of 67-07.25. Junior teammate 
Robert Marlow came in second with 
a personal best of 61-07.25. This re- 
cord moved him into sixth place in the 
Beach’s all-time records. 

LBSU’s indoor track and field perfor- 
mance had a total of five event winners 
and 15 top three finishes. 

The 49ers will be back in action on 
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Prince has this season. Friday at the Don Kirby Elite in Albu- 


querque. This event will be the last meet . 
before the 49ers head to Seattle for the 
MPSF Championship on Feb. 24 and 25. 


is averaging torank fourth inBig  —_ grabbed 10 or more rebounds in a 
West. row. 


